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ENTER THE TENNESSEE RADIO HALL OF FAME WEBSITE 

 

For my first Off Mic 

column, I will try to be 

brief. You see, I have no 

time to lose. My term is 

for two years, so I only 

have (if you’re reading 

this on July 1
st
) 724     

days left in office. I don’t 

want to waste one of 

them. Evidence of that    

is clear: nominations for 

career and legacy induc-

tees to our 2017 class are now officially open. TRHOF 

Historian Brian Craig is now overseeing elections. 

Look for an article with more details on the process on 

page 2. Remember that your dues must be paid if    

you wish to nominate someone for induction into       

the Hall of Fame. The nomination period starts today, 

July 1st, and runs through August 31st.  

 

The past week since elections has given me a  

better appreciation for the work of our past three     

presidents. Thanks to Lee for the book and for lighting 

the spark for our creation. Thanks to Ralph for making 

sure our sails were strong and giving our early days a 

firm footing. Thanks to Gary for listening and taking 

extra efforts to ensure our growth. The organization is 

better for the contributions each of you have made. 

 

We have made great progress in building an     

organization to honor individuals who have excelled    

in our industry. In the next 724 days, and with          

your help, we will continue to bring attention to          

the contributions our industry has and will bring to  

Tennessee and the nation. I’m excited that at next 

year’s banquet, we’ll present our first Luther Award, 

and shine a light on community service. We will       
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also continue to expand our archiving efforts.  Every day, 

we lose good people, and we must take steps to keep their 

careers and their stories alive. 

 

Our organization depends on people who care to help 

us move forward and complete projects. When you are 

asked to help, please say YES! Or, if you would like to offer 

your services to assist the Hall, please speak up! The       

Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame is not just the inductees or 

the board. The Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame is YOU! 

 

I am so grateful and privileged to have the opportunity 

to be your president for the next two years. Working        

together, we can accomplish great things.  

 

 

Doug 

  

http://tennesseeradiohalloffame.wildapricot.org/
https://www.facebook.com/login.php?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F121957024614428
https://www.youtube.com/user/TennRadioHOF
https://twitter.com/tennrhof
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Nominations Begin for the Class of 2017 

 

 

The selection process begins again. July 1 marks the      

beginning of a new membership year for the Tennessee 

Radio Hall of Fame. It's also the beginning of the         

nominating period for our sixth group of inductees, the 

Class of 2017. 

The nominating period began at 12:01 a.m. July 1 and 

will conclude at midnight, August 31, 2015. Here is other 

important information: 

 

 

To place a broadcaster into nomination in either         

the Career or Legacy category, first be sure your         

membership is active by paying your dues for the          

new 2016-17 membership year. You may even           

complete the transaction online at: http://

tennesseeradiohalloffame.wildapricot.org/Join  

  Then, download the official nomination form from our 

website at www.tennradiohalloffame.org. Please note: 

only nominations using this form will be accepted. In    

addition, forms not fully filled out or forms which are not 

accompanied by all required information will be returned.  

Each nomination must be submitted by two active  

Full Members of the organization. This helps to ensure 

that the Hall is able to get full assistance on contact          

information, biographical information, photos, etc, that     

are needed for both the election process and the induction 

process for successful candidates. Forms which do         

not include the names and contact information for both 

nominators (and for a family or friend contact in the      

Legacy category) will be returned. 

If more than 15 nominations are accepted in the      

Career category, active Full Members will vote to narrow 

the ballot of nominees to 15 in an online preliminary       

election to be held in the month of October. The Board      

of Directors will then select six inductees from that list       

of 15. 

The Board of Directors, along with the Advisory   

Council, will select six Legacy inductees from all of the 

nominations accepted. 

And to reiterate the membership reminder: To         

participate in the nomination/election process, you must 

be a Full Member with your membership must be active.   

If you have not renewed your membership for the          

coming year, you must do so prior to submitting any      

nominations. 

Thank you in advance for your participation in this 

process. We look forward to inducting another great class 

of Tennessee Radio Stars at our sixth induction banquet 

on May 6, 2017. 

Above: Brian Craig, Dave Nichols and Doug Combs met to discuss the 
process for selecting the Hall’s 2017 Career and Legacy inductees. 

 Any active Full Member is eligible to nominate        

candidates for induction in either the Career or        

Legacy category.  

 Candidates must have worked in Tennessee          

radio broadcasting or a related field for at least        

two years and a total career (in Tennessee or        

elsewhere) for at least 10 years, and have              

made substantial contributions to the radio              

industry and the communities their station(s)             

or networks served.  

 Career candidates are living at the time of              

nomination.  

 Legacy candidates are deceased at the time              

of nomination.  

http://tennesseeradiohalloffame.wildapricot.org/Join
http://tennesseeradiohalloffame.wildapricot.org/Join
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New Board Elected to Serve The Hall 

 

 

 

Above: The new board right after the June 25 elections. Pictured on the front row, from left, are: Tom Britt, Michelle Bolden, President Doug Combs, 
Vice-President Garry Mac, Bart Walker and Secretary Melissa McDonald. Back row:  Chip Chapman, Kevin Batts, Paul Tinkle, Treasurer Cindy    
Arnold, Larry Stone and Brian Craig. 

A new board of directors has 

been selected to lead the Tennessee 

Radio Hall of Fame. This spring, a  

nominating committee appointed      

by then-President Gary Beaty con-

structed a slate of director candidates  

for consideration. As dictated by      

the by-laws, Hall members in good 

standing voted to select the board. 

Board members then voted to select 

the officers. Elections took place   

during an open membership meeting 

on June 25.  

For the first time this year, Board 

Members were elected to staggered 

terms. This will necessitate an       

election of half the Board each     

year. However, it also ensures that 

the organization retains working and         

institutional knowledge that was not 

possible by selecting an entire new 

board every two years.  

To make the transition, half of the 

directors were elected to two-year 

terms this year. Others were elected 

to one-year terms.  

Directors elected to two-year 

terms are Cindy Arnold, Doug 

Combs, Brian Craig, George DeVault, 

Garry Mac, Melissa McDonald and 

Larry Stone. Directors elected to   

one-year terms are: Kevin Batts, 

Michelle Bolden, Steve Bowers, Tom 

Britt, Chip Chapman, Johnny Pirkle, 

Paul Tinkle and Bart Walker. 
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Radio History: WLOK, Memphis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While much has been written about WDIA, the first 

black-oriented radio station in the country, Memphis had 

another station geared to the black community that also 

has a storied history. 

In 1954, six years after WDIA pioneered black radio, 

WCBR switched their focus to also serve the large black 

market in Memphis. Studios in the early days were located 

on Beale Street, the main commercial street of the black 

community, and pedestrians could view the broadcasts 

from the sidewalk. 

In the late 1950s, WCBR was sold to the OK Station 

Group and the call letters were changed to WLOK. With 

only 1,000 watts, compared to WDIA's 50,000 watts, 

WLOK was at a disadvantage. But WLOK focused on         

a younger listenership than WDIA, with many popular      

personalities, including the legendary Dick "Cane" Cole. 

One of their DJs in the 1960s, Al Bell, went on to become 

president of Stax Records, and wrote the number one   

Staple Singers classic, I'll Take You There. Nationally-

syndicated radio host Tom Joyner worked at WLOK in   

the early 1970s. 

But the real success of WLOK began in 1977 when  

Art Gilliam purchased the station. In 1968, Gilliam was    

not only the first African-American columnist for The     

Commercial Appeal, but he was also the first African-

American news anchor on a Memphis television when he 

joined WMC-TV. In 1975, Gilliam heard that a radio station 

in Memphis was for sale. He spent over a year putting      

the financing together, and in February 1977, Gilliam     

purchased WLOK for $725,000, making it the first       

black-owned radio station in Memphis. 

Under Gilliam's ownership, WLOK prospered as never 

before. In the spring of 1979, WLOK finally beat WDIA       

in the Arbitron ratings. Popular DJs during this era         

included Melvin "A Cookin" Jones in the afternoons and 

C.J. Superstar" Morgan at night. Gilliam also hired Brother 

James Chambers to play gospel into the early morning 

hours. Brother Chambers became a nationally-recognized 

gospel personality and is still on the station today. Another 

gospel DJ, Joan E.W. Golden ("The Golden Girl") was an 

icon at the station for almost 50 years until her death in 

2007. 

In the 1980s, as R&B listeners moved to the FM dial, 

WLOK shifted its focus to blues and gospel, and in the late 

1980s became the first 24-hour all-black gospel station in 

Memphis. 

Art Gilliam has always believed a station should be 

more than just entertainment, and WLOK still has a strong 

public service commitment. The (continued on page 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Right: WLOK owner            
Art Gilliam. 

by Brian Craig 
TRHOF Historian 
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Radio History: WLOK, Memphis  (continued from page 4) 

 

station features a daily talk show addressing issues of  

interest to the black community. Gilliam also brought back 

the Sunday night Rainbow PUSH broadcasts, which       

had been cancelled by previous ownership for being           

controversial. The program still airs every Sunday night. 

The station also presents the annual WLOK Stone 

Soul Picnic on Labor Day weekend, which is the            

oldest outdoor music festival in Memphis. This               

year, WLOK celebrated the 40th year of Gilliam           

Communications ownership with a show at the Orpheum 

Theatre headlined by the legendary Al Green.  

In today's radio world, where one company can own 

over 1,000 stations and programming is frequently       

voice tracked from out of town, it is satisfying to see a    

locally-owned and programmed station continue to be   

successful and be of such service to their community. 

Here's hoping for another 40 years of success to             

Art Gilliam and WLOK. 

New Year,  
New Newsletter Features 

As the Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame begins a   

new membership year, we are also launching new     

features for the newsletter.  

Hall of Fame Inductees Cathy Martindale and Buddy 

Sadler are working to gather information on other       

inductees for a new series of special stories. Have you 

ever wondered how our inductees got their starts in     

radio? What made them love it? What made them      

pursue radio as a career? What experiences did they 

have along the way? We’ll find out in these articles. 

Buddy begins the series by reminiscing about his 

own career. You can read his story starting on page 6. 

We’ll also provide a series of articles on the history 

of radio stations in each of Tennessee’s three grand 

divisions. Hall Historian Brian Craig provides the first 

article this month on a West Tennessee station, WLOK 

in Memphis. We hope you enjoy this great year of radio 

reading! 
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My Radio Career: Buddy Sadler 

 

As you read this, I'm about to complete my 51st year in radio. When I grow up I'll decide what I want to do. I would 

like to say I knew from an early age I wanted to be on the radio but that never happened.  I never had a desire to be the 

'voice' on the radio I listened to.  

As a child, we didn't have television...it wasn't in Nashville yet. 

But I listened to the Lone Ranger, Fibber Magee and Molly, Red 

Skelton and those shows. I saw it all in my mind "on the radio." 

As a junior in high school, I won the WKDA AM 'Mystery High 

School Student' contest, and they called my name on the radio every 

hour. I kinda liked that. 

When I was young, I could sing most of the words to Hank     

Williams, Little Jimmy Dickens and Roy Acuff songs and the hits. I 

was a fan of most music, but didn’t have much room for country 

when rock and roll arrived with Elvis, Jerry Lee, Conway and so 

many others (who would later be country) making music I liked.  

I had no clue how people got to be announcers, but if you played 

rock, I knew your name and listened. I dropped out halfway through 

my junior year at MTSU and went to work in Alabama, which took 

me to a three-month management training school in New York with the Railway Express (the predecessor to UPS), then 

to Georgia and back to Huntsville, Alabama. I didn't like the company and came home to Nashville, where I got a job as a 

lab technician with the Metro Nashville Sewage Treatment Department (It stank.). 

I worked overnight and listened to Good Guy Lee Dorman on the radio calling in requests. I took classes at MTSU 

during the day and squeezed in sleep and good times whenever I could.  Lee was friendly when I talked with him on the 

phone, and he invited me up  and asked me to help him do a few commercials for his show's sponsor, Donelson Bowling 

Lanes. We hit it off...and ad-libbed a lot of commercials ...all funny. He suggested I should get into radio. I looked at him 

with a blank stare and asked, "How do you do that?"  In 1965, I attended the broadcast school Lee suggested where I 

met the 2nd important guy in my new career path — John Lashlee. 

John was morning man on WLAC-AM and taught broadcasting at night. We became really good friends. I received 

an offer from a small station in Glasgow, Kentucky at the end of school, but John pulled a few strings and I was offered 

the mid-day shift on 100,000 watt WLAC-FM and started work in August of 1965.  The first time on the air I was so     

nervous that I was playing mostly first cuts on albums cause I was shaking so much I couldn't hit the correct groove. 

My next stop, one year later, was a brand new station in Hartsville, Tennessee.  My shift was sign on in the morning 

to sign off at night Monday through Friday. In addition, I had to go with the guy who was calling the football games. We 

taped on Friday nights and played them back. I did the commercials. Saturday mornings found me back in the studio do-

ing the first half of the day and  playing back the game we'd taped the night before. Even at the young age of 25 all the 

hours were killing me. After a few months, Lynn Shultz, who was working at WHIN in Gallatin, called and asked if I'd be 

interested in the job he was leaving.  Lynn would go on to make his imprint in Nashville music. 

Gallatin was a breath of fresh air for me in 1966. I worked half the hours for the same money. I got my 'chops' there,  

picked my music and how I wanted to do the show. Bill Berlin from WKDA gave me a lot of his taped material to use. 

Fred Gault, another Nashvillian who worked two stations — one in Murfreesboro and weekends at WKDA — filled up two 

tapes with drop ins, IDs and funnies for me. I was enjoying life playing rock and roll, and the GM  gave me a free pass to 

do what I wanted. I was 'hosting' a dance at the roller rink on Friday night, and for $10, I could plug it all I wanted during 

my show. I got a flat fee of $25 plus a percentage of the number of folks at the dance. 

In 1969, Joe Sullivan, the PD at WMAK in Nashville, called and wanted me to come listen to a job offer. WMAK was 

#1, but Joe's opening was for weekends only. However, my GM said I'd be in competition with him. I had to turn it down. 

But within a couple of days, AL Adams at WKDA called. He offered me a full time news gig. I discovered later my ratings 

in the afternoons had been better in a number of places than both of these stations, and that's where they learned of me. 

I took the job at WKDA, checked out the news room on Sunday, learned which buttons I'd need and reported in          

at 5:30 Monday morning. A hippy looking guy was in the control room. He looked up just a few minutes before news    

time and asked, "Can you talk up an intro?" I had never heard  the  term  before,  but  thought  I understood. He said, “It's 

the Jackson 5, I Want You Back. You have 20 seconds. As you get to the place in the weather (continued on page 7)  
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My Radio Career: Buddy Sadler  (continued from page 6)  

 

where you want me to start it, wave your hand.” I read the news, nervously. After 

all, this was the rock station I grew up with. When I got to the spot, I waved and 

HIT THAT SUCKER RIGHT ON. I was there...my love of radio just went up! 

While there, I also worked part time on the new KDF-FM and jocked a country 

show on WKDA-AM. I also served as news director before I left. 

Let me note, in my now 51 years — I never had an audition tape. When I 

applied for a job, my only questions were, “Do you furnish insurance? What's the 

pay? What and when is my shift?” I didn't ask how many hours, whether we got 

holidays off or other stuff. The folks my age LOVED what we were doing. Many 

times you could find us hanging out at the station on the weekends, and we didn't 

ask for over time.  Remotes paid anywhere from $10 to $25. Radio was fun. 

In 1974, I left Nashville, about the 52nd largest city, for Houston Texas, the 

4th largest US city. I was News Director at KIXX-AM & FM for five years. The 

station was number 1 in the market and it was a very 'heady' experience for   

people to recognize my name in a city that size. But I've always tried to live by 

what I heard years ago, 'You are two people...the guy on the radio and the one 

your friends know.' Listeners often have unrealistic ideas and expectations about 

you. Don't be aloof. Be friendly to everyone.  

After Houston, I was hired as News Director and Coyote McCloud’s side kick at Kixx-104 in Gallatin, where I worked 

for a year and a half. Then, in 1980, Al Voecks hired me at WSM Radio. I spent 22 mostly wonderful years there. The 

station dumped news in 2002 — ending the best radio news department in Tennessee —  if not the south.  

Within a year, I was hired by Clear Channel as Affiliate Relations Director for the Tennessee Radio Network. I also 

helped out on four of the five stations there...filling in on the Gerry House show several times. It was real fun radio. I was 

happy to help other PDs and jocks any time I was asked. 

I liked what I was doing, but hated the drive to Nashville from Gallatin and back. That’s when WHIN came calling and 

offered me an hour’s work one to five days a week at a good rate. I turned in my notice in Nashville. By then, radio had 

lost its feel. Big companies only looked at the bottom line, and there was no time to be friendly and personal. During most 

of my career, we all knew each other, and our families did  things together. It doesn't happen much anymore that I see. 

I'm still in Gallatin, interviewing guests from 7 am to 8 am Thursday and Friday morning, and still having fun. Yes...I 

just turned 75...but don't remind me. I don't recognize it.   

Early on, I mentioned Lynn Shultz who got me to Gallatin. He went on to head up Capital Records. He got a        

'hand-shake' agreement and signed an unknown artist at the time, Garth Brooks. 

My advice is to be nice to people. So many were nice to me, like Lee Dorman, Mac Allen (who was my mentor) and 

Al Greenfield, the best GM ever. The Good Guys at WKDA, and nearly everyone at WSM, especially Al Voecks. I still get 

goose bumps when I see those call letters on a mic stand at the Grand Ole Opry. During my years in Houston, I met 

Presidents, Congressmen, millionaires, astronauts, movie stars. It was a growing, vibrant city, and always a good news 

place. I can't name all the big name stars of screen and sports and music I met. But that's okay, they couldn't name me 

now anyway...and my real friends are those I worked with and grew up with. 

          Did I mention I love radio?  It's not what it was when 

I started, but it was never a job — it's still fun. Another 

piece of advice I used was to always try to hire someone 

better than myself. It makes me look better when they're 

good. I usually told news folks I supervised that I would 

help you it you ask for it, whether you want to get another 

job or anything you may think I can help you with.  

       For me, getting into the biz was easy. Keeping        

jobs was a little more difficult (when dealing with the       

personalities of those who were running the station)      

was the hard part. I guess there had to be a little talent 

included, or I would have been out long ago. 

  

 



 Don’t forget  —  (nudge, nudge) 

REMINDERS 

What’s Your Radio Story? 
 

Do you have a radio story                       
you’d like to share?  

It can be anything that is part 
of your radio history. 

 

We love radio stories.  
Please, tell us yours. 

 

Just email it to starmagic@comcast.net. 
 

 

Keeping Up With the Hall 
 

Our newsletter is published the first of every month.   
Back issues may be viewed on our official website: 

www.tennradiohalloffame.org  
Let Treasurer Cindy Arnold know of any change               

in your email address so you don’t miss an issue!   
 
 

Collecting Our History 
 

The Hall has a committee to collect and purchase       
Tennessee radio memorabilia, including old microphones, 
on-air signage, transmitter parts, promotional items and 

anything else related to radio stations in our state.  
 

If you have items to donate (or purchase on Ebay, 
Craigslist, etc.) please contact Nick Archer via a         

message on the TRHOF Facebook page. 
 

 Our Facebook page now boasts almost 1,200 members, 
and our YouTube Page includes air checks, inductions        

and other audio/video memories. 

 

 

 

Check Your Calendar 
 

 
 

 

 July 30, 2016, 1:00 p.m., CDT 
Meeting of the Board & Membership. 

Location: TBA 
 




May 6, 2017 
Induction Banquet & Ceremony 

Details: TBA 
 




More Events Coming Soon! 
To check the TRHOF event calendar anytime,           

go to the home page of our website:  
http://tennradiohalloffame.org 

Editor: Melissa McDonald starmagic@comcast.net 

 
Reporters: Buddy Sadler sbuddy@bellsouth.net 
Cathy Martindale cathymartindale@comcast.net 

 
 
General email: TennRHOF@gmail.com 
 

                 © 2016 The Tennessee Radio Hall Of Fame, Inc. 
                 P.O. Box 158921 

                  Nashville, TN 37215 

 
                    An IRS 501(c)3 Entity 
                     All Rights Reserved. 
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Newsletter  Staff  &  Group  Information 
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